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Betting on himself & it's paying off over & over!
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editor's note
What a year it has been! Who would have thought
that we would be where we are right now, surviving
a world wide pandemic, that saw many of us loosing
loved ones and some loosing their hard earned
positions at work and having to learn and
understand the new normal of living. We take this
opportunity to allow us all to be reminded of who we
are and the strength each and everyone has within
themselves. We are capable of greatness and one
should live up to that greatness completely and
wholeheartedly. As we at OakMag celebrate
another month and give light to extraordinary
individuals who are constantly fighting and doing
their best to live their truths and succeed in all that
they do.
The December 2021 Issue sees us taking a break
and exploring our country that is South Africa. We
spotlight Wiseman Zitha, who is an absolute gem
from Polokwane whos stroy we hope we touch and
motivate others to keep try and pushing for their
opportunities which may just be in front of them.
We remind ourselves to constantly take that short
left trip within your backyard and explore the
hidden gems and phenomenal individuals you will
meet. Take time to recover, reflect and recuperate
your mind, body and soul.
From The Oak Mag Team, Have a blessed and
incredible Festive Season!
Live, Enjoy & Appreciate All!

Katlego Edgar Magano
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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Behind The
Scenes
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CREATING THE OAK MAG DEC
2021 ISSUE 11
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@ S B U S I S O _ B R I A N
@BCURATED.CO

Signature scents
I have a little tradition, for each trip
I take, I need to find a new
fragrance.
Scent has a way of invoking
memories of places and people.
So each time I travel, I get a
signature fragrance that I wear
throughout my trip.

Fine dining
The only thing that beats a hearty meal? A
hearty meal with a full on dining
experience.
I recently had the honour of dining at
Restaurant Klein Jan in Tswalu.
On the private reserve, you take a five
minute drive down a dusty road to a
recently restored 1918 Boscia House | Circa.
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Fashion
A little funny story, I probably own more shoes than I
do clothes. But if I had to pick a single denim brand
that I could wear for the rest of my life, it would
probably be a pair of Acne Studios. Not too long ago I
managed to find a pair of these beautiful leather
sneakers at Burberry, these shall only be worn on
special dates.

Classic Cars
Not a lot of people know this about me, but outside of being a
Mathematics teacher, I actually have a great passion for
classic cars. I have always imagined cruising through the
vineyards of Bordeaux in a drop top Rosso Corsa Ferrari 275
GTS.

Beautiful Views
I love beautiful spaces and views. Perhaps how my love for
travel started. I can sit and stare at the open ocean or sit and
watch the stars as they transform the skies in the night for
hours on end. So if you want to win my heart, give me
beautiful views, be it sunrise or sunset, a private beach or
bush- if we have a beautiful view then I am all in.
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E s c a p e

T h e

C i t y

Festive MakeUp Inspo
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MakeUp
Festive
Looks
Celebrating the festive season
with some colour and beautiful,
exceptional skin that will glow and
allow one to look and feel the
spirit of the festive season that is
upon us.

BOLD RED
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THE FESTIVE GLOW
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GLITTER EYE, CLEAN FACE
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EZOKHETHO
I"ZIMBOKODO"
22
Creative Director: @leledhlamini
Producer/Stylist: @thobekambane
Co-producer: @makhosinoentla
Makeup: @beautymelaw
Hairstylist: @urban_mimz
@lampostsa
Models: @s.egnaro @keziah_amadi
Photographer: @uglybruv
@lampostsa

FOR MORE
INFORMATION PLEASE
EMAIL US AT:
INFO@EZOKHETHO.COM
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Wiseman Zitha wears; Suit by Fundudzi by Craig Jacobs

Wiseman Zitha
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COVER STORY

WISEMAN ZITHA’S RISE TO FAME
WAS A RESULT OF CONSISTENCY,
ENDURANCE AND BETTING ON
ONESELF.
AN INTERVIEW WITH ANELILE DLAMINI-GIBIXEGO
SHOT-BY FANYANA MASEKO @FISTOARTIST
SHOT ON LOCATION : LEEUWENHOF COUNTRY LODGE & GARDEN SPA

Betting on yourself is the theme to

Like most artists in South Africa, he was initially

Wiseman’s career, from secretly auditioning

encouraged to take on a ‘serious’ job like

for drama school to modelling and being a

engineering or teaching, especially as he was in a

lead role in South Africa’s telenovelas, Zitha

science school and came from a family of

has always known he belongs on screens. He
describes himself as a small village boy who
walked kilometres to school every day and
now represents his people on mainstream
media.
With little exposure to mainstream media, Wiseman
was often out of place because of his natural
stardom, “I was always the talkative one in class,

academics.
However, the passion did not allow it. He pursued
drama in secret, getting into drama school by
performing “Hello and Goodbye” by South African
playwright Athol Fugard. Through research and
watching of videos online, Wiseman was able then
to prepare for the monologue; “It was horrible”, he
confesses, “it was just me”.

deep down I knew I would not make it in ‘formal’
employment”.

To his surprise, he received the call that he got into
drama school and that is how the journey began. “I

High school teacher Mr Maluleke noticed the spark
and got Wiseman into some school pageants and he
enjoyed them that when he knew he loved
performing and says “I always knew I wanted to be
on TV”.

believe that even sometimes when you feel like
you're not qualified if you are meant to be
somewhere, somehow your name will be picked
because it's your moment in time. If something is
meant to happen.
It will happen” says the Tsonga actor, “Often when I
look at myself and what God has been doing in my
life, I always say I'm a testimony”.
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Wiseman Zitha wears; Jacket & Shorts by K.Moraba&Collective

Creative Director : Themba Dlamini for Oak Ave
Photographer: @fistoartist
Stylist : Katlego Magano for Oak Ave
Cover Star: @wisemanzither
Location: @leeuwenholflodge
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Wiseman Zitha wears; Top & Shorts by K.Moraba&Collective,

"TOO DARK. TOO TALL. TOO
IMPERFECT. "
After being scouted randomly via DM, Wiseman took a
bet on himself and followed up; “I thought it was a
scam but my friend came with me and said let’s take
a chance” and it has paid off over and over again. After
doing close-ups with the modelling agent, they called
him back “they were ready for me. So obviously we sat
down and discussed my look.
Do you know how it is with the modelling industry?
There is a specific look that is trending” he tells us. This
brought out insecurities with his skin, his body was
rather skinny and his hair was outdated at the time. “I
was super insecure and I felt like it was a game, when
they called me I was like me?
A model? Why me because my skin was not good and
I was skinny. I had to work on that. I felt that my work
was bad. I used to get super nervous”, he confesses. It
is a tough industry but amid self-doubt, he was
booked by David Tlale.
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Now, several years later, he is still grateful for the
modelling industry but feels he has accomplished
enough in that industry; “It has been six years now in
the industry. I've done almost everything that I
wanted to do. I've done commercials and other
media. I'm tired. I don't wanna shoot anymore, plus
they're always looking for new faces. It is exciting but
their money is not beautiful in South Africa. So I
definitely choose acting”.

www.oakmag.co.za

Wiseman Zitha wears; Shorts & Gown; Fundudzi by Craig Jacobs

THE BRAND
BUILDING

Simply studying drama and graduating does not mean that a person is talented or is good for
television or theatre. Having worked with larger brands, the transition from school into the
working industry was difficult but his, was easier than it was for most.
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“We all have a slice of the pie, but it's very important
for you to be relevant. Make a name for yourself
when you can, even from school, because by the
time you finish school, you won't need to start
afresh as you would have experience.” Says Zitha.
With a recognisable face, he entered the industry
and was keen to be signed by an agency.
It is a tough transition and there are many talented
people and graduates of drama school who have
not been afforded the chances that he has.

There is no shortcut or recipe, “God’s timing is always
perfect, we just have to accept what is not ours and
wait for what is”. He has gone on to win awards,
bagged leading roles in Giyani, The River and rockville.

Wiseman Zitha wears; Shorts & Gown by Fundudzi by Craig
Jacobs

"There is no shortcut" - Wiseman
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Giyani, Land of Blood
After finishing school, I went to explore Cape Town. I was popular and still pursuing modelling adventures
because of my dark skin. Ironically I heard about the interview for the show Giyani, but I missed them. I did
not audition as I was in another province. So I left it and I compiled a Reel of my previous work and that reel
landed upon the correct hands, and although I did not have enough experience, they gave me a chance to
audition again as I was fluent in the language.
ISSUE 11: WORKCATION, STAYCATION, VACATION

www.oakmag.co.za

"I HAD DREAMED OF
FAR LESS THAN THE
LIFE I WAS LIVING."
I sent in a tape and got auditioned once again. That is how
I realised that God’s timing is a perfect time and what is
yours will not be denied.
Not only was it my first gig, but I was going to speak in my
language and I was in the presence of South Africa’s
legends.
People that I grew up watching. With such little
experience, I sat our first table read and was engulfed by
humility and gratitude. I had dreamed of far less than the
life I was living. It was amazing,
I had not even been on television at the time, so even
when I have felt underqualified, Gods favour kept me.
Especially as I was a lead, the storyline revolved around me.
It was a hard transition but I worked hard and continued
with reading and research.

Not your typical Shangaan – representation

People from Limpopo or amaShangaan have been known
as unclean, uneducated, uncouth or ugly. I changed that
narrative and how the rest of the country looks at people
from Limpopo. We have faced a lot of discrimination and
stereotypes, however, that narrative is being changed.
Actors from Limpopo were always cast in small roles, or as
barbaric people, as the help, or placed in witchcraft
storylines. Therefore it is also important that I exist, for
representation.

Wiseman Zitha wears; Underwear; House Basil

I enjoy my job, the moment I step into those clothes, I
become Musawaho. I enjoy the preparation and I enjoy the
long set hours and I enjoy the experience.
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"I AM
FORTUNATE
TO BE ONE OF
THE FIRST FEW
TSONGA
ACTORS IN
MAINSTREAM
MEDIA."

I am fortunate to be one of the first few Tsonga actors in mainstream media. There are so many
kids that look like me and speak like me and come from the same background as me that are
watching me.
They want to be like me, so I can't afford to fail because I represent a lot of people. They look at
me and they see themselves and they believe that wow, so he actually went to Joburg and got a
proper role. That’s great. Had there been someone like me when I was young, my dreams were
going to be valid because I would have seen myself on the screen.
Limpopo – land of diversity
Limpopo is one of the most diverse provinces, in language and tourist attractions. The area is just
beautiful and that is an important part of South Africa’s economy. There are hidden gems filled
with history and beauty. The land is beautiful, colourful and lush. Wiseman is proud of his home
province and enjoys going back there often for pleasure.

VIEW FULL STATS
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Advice on how to be
successful?
Be humble! That is the trick of the
game, there is no need to be a diva.
When you are humble, people are more
willing to share opportunities and that
is how you get referrals, anyone can be
your breakthrough. So I treat everyone
on set equally.
Respect the show, come on time and
deliver your part. It is important to have
a good rapport as the industry changes
and alters at any time. This ensures that
you are able to remain relevant
through the changes.
Your name should not be trending for
other reasons except for your work.
Save your money.

What is next for
Zitha?

Wiseman Zitha wears; Golfer; Rubicon

To focus on business, and diversifying. To have
business out of the industry.
He hopes to bag a Netflix show and in the
meantime, he prepares himself to for that role,
“I am preparing for that role, even before I get
the opportunity. When the chance comes, I will
be prepared.”
My prayer to God is to take me to a show where
I stand out. When I leave, they will know that I
am there.
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ON THE ROAD WITH

LEROY MARC
&
PEUGEOT 3008
By Leroy Marc
Photographs by @Fistoartist
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I've always been a nervous traveller, taking over a week to
pack for a mere two-day trip and thus ensuring that I have
packed everything including the kitchen sink. I think a major
contributing factor to my travel anxiety is my perception that
so much is left to chance when you travel anywhere in the
world.
This, and the fact that I've had some particularly interesting
experiences domestically and abroad, with more than one
of these resulting in threats of deportation and/or
imprisonment for my rather fast mouth.
The global pandemic didn't help alleviate this anxiety. In
fact it made travel feel more like a hunger games event.
The idea is, get from home to your destination and back
without getting infected. The winner gets to keep their
health and the loser must quarantine and hope they don't
die.
This month, for the first time in a long time I was excited to
take on the open road again to the Leeuwenhop Lodge in
Limpopo. Although the weather was more London than
Limpopo, it was refreshing to look forward to a getaway. My
travel companion? The Peugeot 3008 GT... and some
random dudes I call friends.
Firstly, I prefer to fly than drive, less admin and definitely
safer. When I am faced with the prospect of driving, comfort
and performance are important in equal measure.
NOMADIC | 24
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"OH AND THE
POWER TRAIN!"

The Peugeot made our little
short left epic. The dual-zone
climate control, and heated front
seats were a welcome trinket
and the wireless charging and
usb charging ports made sure
everyone has their devices well
charged during the short hop to
the land of the baobab trees.
We couldn't have chosen a
wetter weekend to journey up
north. The wet weather made the
last 6 gravel kilometres a messy
and very muddy affair. The
instrument cluster would
occasionally flash the traction
control symbol to reassure us
that we would not find ourselves
stuck in the soft mud as the 3008
moved the power around the
wheels to ensure maximum grip.
The onboard navigation helped
keep us going in the right
direction, unlike a particular
travel companion who couldn't
tell the difference between
Liphalale and Ladysmith. The
wonderful thing about travelling
out of town by road is you are
truly immersed in the process of
commuting from one destination
to the other.
You are responsible for the
speeds travelled, turns taken and
stops made.
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It does however make it rather
dangerous to travel considering
the generally terrible state of
our roads in South Africa and
the less than considerate
drivers we have on our roads.
The ground clearance and the
radar-guided cruise control
must be my favourite features
(well the automatic tailgate
does come in close to one of
the cool things about the 3008).
This meant setting the speed I
wanted to travel at, and letting
the radar slow the car down or
speed it up depending on the
speed of the vehicle in front of
us.
The Styling is truly inspiring, the
3D cockpit and the "fang"
daytime LED lights are
something to behold. Oh and
the power train? No slouch at
121 KW at 6000 rpm.
For us ordinary folks it means
the 3008 GT goes like hell!! As
a grand tourer it really makes a
lot of sense. Large boot space,
comfortable motor with minimal
noise, a fully equipped cabin
and as much tech in the car
that it may be possible to
NM
launch space crafts whileL M
you
drive. 3008 GT, its how I
choose to travel.
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Zime Wears: Top; The Fix, Skirt; Oak Ave, Hat; Stylist Own, Accessories; Lovisa

SEEKER
"The Tides Move In
Harmony With You."

Tidal Pool
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Zime Wears: Top; Oak Ave, Shirt: Stylist Own, Skirt; Oak Ave, Accessories; Lovisa
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Zime Wears: Top; Foschini, Skirt; Imprint ZA, Hat; Stylist Own, Accessories; Lovisa
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Zime Wears: Top; Oak Ave, Pants; K.Moraba&Collective,Fur Crop Jacket: Accessories; Lovisa

Zime Wears: Pants; Oak Ave, Hat; Stylist Own, Accessories; Lovisa

Creative Director : Themba Dlamini for Oak Ave
Photographer: @innographer
Photographer Assistant: @senzoaustin
Stylist : Katlego Magano for Oak Ave
Makeup Artist: @zeema_k
Model: @zimemsomi

WE HAVE A

WINNER

CONGRATULATIONS
@SHABANGUHAPPY

Kutlwano & Keagile wearing; Shirts: Dickies

AMA 2000

A NEW ERA THAT HAS COME
OF AGE, SHARING A BOND
THAT HAS NOT BEEN SEEN &
BREAKING BOUNDARIES
Photographer: @fistoartist
Models: Keagile Magano & Kutlwano Manaka
Studio: Carfax Studio

Kutlwano & Keagile wearing; Shirts: Dickies

Kutlwano & Keagile wearing; Ellen Madie

Kutlwano & Keagile wearing; Suits; Franc Elis, Sneakers; Nike

Kutlwano & Keagile wearing; Shirt & Shorts; Fundudzi by Craig Jacobs, Socks; Nike

Kutlwano & Keagile wearing; T-shirts; Converse

Kutlwano wearing; Skirt; Ezoketho

Keagile wearing; Pants & Kimono; Fundudzi by Craig Jacobs
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Town Square Shopping Center
Cnr. H Potgiete Str & Albert Str Weltevredenpark,
Roodepoort

TRAVEL
TRAVEL

MZANSI'S 4 HIDDEN GEMS
4 of our favourite vacation spots
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Limpopo
Leeuwenhof Country Lodge- Leeuwenhof Country Lodge
& Garden Spa is a small romantic Country Lodge in the
Waterberg mountains near Modimolle in Limpopo. They
offer a romantic hideaway renowned for its tranquillity
and relaxation.

www.oakmag.co.za
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Cape Town
Scarborough Beach - The long,
sandy beach offers great surfing
spots, fascinating rock pools,
awesome sunsets, and leisurely
strolls.
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KwaZulu Natal
Masinga Accommodation - Sleep in a pimped caravan
with it’s clear & elevated roof to watch the night sky
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Gqeberha
Sardinia Bay Beach is miles upon miles of beautiful
sandy stretches that are flanked by high sand dunes on
the one side and crystal clear blue ocean on the other.
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@yamewine

URBAN EEDDIE
When did the love for travel begin?
It began in my early 20's when I took my first flight
and trip to Cape Town. Something about
exploring a new place sparked a lot of excitement
in me, it made me want to see more.
What are some of your best places that you have
visited and would recommend?
The Outpost Lodge, The Olive Tree Villa,
Romansbaai collection (Seapad), Mashatu Game
Reserve (Botswana), just to name a few.
How did you get into being a travel influencer?
I really didn't think much of my travels until
people started constantly asking for
recommendations and saying I must always tag
and share these places. So we could say being a
tsodio is what got me into it, the constant urge to
explore and share my experiences with my
audience/followers.
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Why did you feel that there was a need to showcase
South Africa?
Our country is incredibly beautiful and I don't think
we get to explore much of it so I wanted to showcase
its lushness, culture and diversity. I've gone to places I
didn't know about purely from a place of curiosity so I
wanted to share the undiscovered if you may, the
hidden gems and all the beauty of SA.
Which local travel blogger do you follower and why?
There's a few but I enjoy content from Senz_m, it's
relatable, fun and she goes to some of the most
amazing places and showcases our country so
beautifully.

www.oakmag.co.za
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NAME: EDWIN
SURNAME: VILAKAZI
INSTAGRAM HANDLE:
URBANEEDDIE
TWITTER HANDLE:
URBANEEDDIE
EMAIL ADDRESS:
EDWINMDU@GMAIL.COM
When did Besfernweh start, and what was
the process in the creation process?
It started at a lunch discussion with my
best friend who also travels to amazing
places, here and abroad - so we literally
said let's start just sharing our travels
under one page and have people a place
to refer people that want
recommendations. So the name came
from best friends (Bes) and Fernweh ( a
yearning for distant places).

Which province would you say is most
underrated in South Africa and why?
Mpumalanga for me and I don't know why
people don't visit it much but it's one of the
best provinces in our country with
spectacular attractions like the Bylde River
Caynon etc. I love our it's just green and
lush.
What are your top 5 travel tips that you
feel are essential for traveling locally?
Read reviews when booking a place
Pack light where possible
Avoid travelling at night especially when you
don't know the route.
Always have sanitizer, whether flying or
driving to your destination.
Get vaccinated, some places will start asking
for vaxx certificates now.
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EXCLUSIVE Q&A WITH!

EWIN VILAKAZI
Where do you see yourself and Besfernweh in the next 5
– 10 years?
Shuuu, definitely curating travel experiences for
people and having built relationships with places
from a business perspective and growing the brand.
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What is your dream destination that you would like
to visit and why?
Locally I really want to do a lot of the Western
Cape and more of MP because they both have
amazing small towns with hidden gems.
Abroad definitely Greece and it has to be a
Baecation. There's just something very romantic
and dreamy about it.

www.oakmag.co.za
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workcation

ISSUE 11: WORKCATION, STAYCATION, VACATION

www.oakmag.co.za

Work or Play – why chose?
It’s called a #workcation
written by Stanley Gabriel / photos supplied by Stanley Gabriel
In the world of business and finance in which I
play, we’ve been in deep conversations, meetings
and workshops about what the new normal of
work will be ‘post-Covid’, or Post-Vax. Should we
allow our staff to work from home? Should we all
have flexi-hours? And do we even need to know
where they are, as long as they produce results?
What if the person is actually miles away in an
exotic location – will they still deliver?
As a Head of the Momentum Investo business
with a team of just under 200 employees, I get
to influence many decisions and make these
calls. But I am younger and perhaps a new breed
of CEO, and at times can be a lone voice with my
own particular perspective and opinions.
ISSUE 11: WORKCATION, STAYCATION, VACATION

I have an expansive vision of how work can be
done and as a leader I like to allow leadership
and excellence to rise, no matter where. For a
while now, I have debunked the notion of a
work/life balance in my own life, embracing
what I call work/life integration. It has allowed
me to rise, and often on my own terms. I never
deliberately schedule downtime, but allow
myself to switch off whenever it suits me and if
deadlines allow for it. I allow my team to do the
same. As travel started to open up I decided to
really stretch the limits of this and put it to the
test.

www.oakmag.co.za

A friend invited me to visit him in
Uganda, a trip including a long
weekend hiking to see the Gorillas.
His apartment is massive, right
next to Museveni’s expansive
home, and I’d have an office and
all of his staff during the day while
he was at the office. Kenya,
bordering Uganda, is my second
home, having lived there for 3
years over a decade ago, and so
naturally I’d have to visit some
friends and work from there for a
few days. Then I realised that the
following week there was a writing
retreat in Lamu, an island off the
Kenyan coast, organised by the
amazing Georgia Black of Littlegig
Festivals and Retreats. That would
mean another seven day’s stay for
that. Should I take leave, or was it
possible to still work at the level
and pace I do, while on vacation?
And could I be as productive as if
I’d been working from home or
the office?

In Uganda, things started to look
possible. I had a highly effective
work week and also took 2 days off
to enjoy a trek across the country. I
finalised a full strategy
engagement document while
ticking two bucket list items to see
the Silverback Gorilla in person
and visit the source of the Nile
river in Jinja. Next stop in Kenya
proved easy too. I spent time in
the Maasai Mara packed in over 12
hours of work from a game drive
vehicle and another full day of
work in my friend’s lovely home in
Karen, Nairobi. I sat in and chaired
meetings and delivered reports,
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just in better looking venues.

The writing retreat also flowed seamlessly, just like the tides of Lamu. Once I
was settled and wifi connected, I quickly found my work rhythm with
nonchalance and ease. I clocked up to 7 hours of meeting time in one day
alone. I started joking in many of my meetings that I wasn’t on vacation.

I coined my time in East Africa a #workcation.

HERE’S WHAT I FOUND ABOUT

PRODUCTIVITY
AND WORKING
REMOTELY:

1. It’s easy - most people think why would you work from
your dream destination. Why not? With WiFi available at
most locations, even on the Mara River in Kenya while
watching the great migration, it’s now easy to choose to
be switched on anywhere.
2. It makes you focussed . You don’t want to miss that
sunset cruise or dhow lunch that your friends have
planned, so you clamp down and do your work when you
have the time to. If you struggle with procrastination, like
me, and need a deadline then this will have you ticking
your task list off at a rapid rate.
3. It gives you time to think – top business leaders often
link their success rate to having the time to be creative
and think. I found an easy shift from needing time - to
having the time to dream and think on tap. I could
switch the tap on and off as I pleased. Very easy to do
when gawking at the wild water of the Nile River.
4. The convenience - It’s cheaper to travel during the
week and there are fewer guests so you will find plenty of
places with privacy for your mobile office.
5. It’s so much fun - workcations seem like a juxtaposition
of two opposites but if you enjoy your job then these two
worlds can co-exist.
6. Inspiration – By experiencing new places, viewpoints
and cultures you may just get the insight to solve
problems or come up with new ideas that will elevate
your work performance. There’s a Setswana quote in
South Africa and Botswana that loosely translates to “To
travel is to see”. “See” meaning to discover, unfold and
grow. So why not grow in your professional, personal and
spiritual life all at once and come back to the office with a
completely refreshed perspective.

#WORKCATION
WORK OR PLAY
Will I shift this into my company policy?
I am not sure yet. As a leader what I am
sure of is that it is possible to be just as
or even more productive by working
from what are considered vacation
destinations. Moreover it opens up
wells of creativity and unleashes an
innovative mindset. The thinking time
naturally happens as you experience
new cultures, scenes, cuisine and
people. You don’t have to chose, you
can definitely mix work and a vacation;
so take that #workcation.
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BOOK REVIEW
By Shaun Lunga
Author: Dr Emmanuel Taban
Book: The Boy Who Never Gave Up ( A
Refugee’s Epic Journey to Triumph)

“In Africa we are born into hardship; we never learn from
it, but rather blame others for our suffering. By doing so
we accept the status of permanent victim, with no
control over our destiny. We remain forever dependent,
despite living”.
I find myself bewitched and immersed in Dr Taban’s story.
A story of resilience, hope and courage. Growing up in
the impoverished rural area of South Sudan, fatherless
and with a mother who worked hard, living for her
children, she exemplified and personified what a mother
is. I find myself turning the pages at night and being
inspired by Dr Taban’s journey, by his not letting his
background define him, by his facing forced conversion
of religion, extreme poverty, dehumanization by other
African who are in a position of power but who seek to
belittle and tear down an young African boy.
“The Boy Who Never Gave Up” is a memoir that follows
the journey of Dr Emmanuel Taban. It details a journey of
being born in South Sudan and lays bare an extraordinary
life story in a book he wrote with Andrew Croffs. In this
book he bares his soul. From the age of 16 Taban walked
out of a war – torn Sudan with nothing, walking
barefoot. He was arrested at the age of 14, a street child
walking through different countries, seeking an
education. Walking through Kenya, Ethiopia, and
Tanzania, he always had a saving grace; his story reminds
us that if we really want something or are fighting for a
dream, we have to go at war, not only with ourselves, but
also with the idea of continuing doing the work of the
living.
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THIS BOOK IS A
REMINDER TO READ – A
REMINDER THAT YOUR
PAIN IS NOT ALWAYS
THE GREATEST PAIN
THERE IS. READ! THIS IS
A BEAUTIFUL STORY,
RAW, INSPIRING AND
DARINGLY TRIUMPHANT.

THE BOY WHO
NEVER GAVE
UP
AUTHOR:
TABAN

DR

EMMANUEL
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He came to south Africa because he read the “ Made in
South Africa” logo on the back of a Coke bottle, and
instead of finding a soft drink factory found an education.
And a vocation. Emmanuel Taban is no longer a barefoot
refugee. He is a pulmonologist. Quite a journey.
You will be greatly inspired, laugh out loud, reflect and
sometimes cry sentimental tears. This is really a book of
triumph, resilience, hope and courage.
Below are my favourite quotes that might resonate with
you.
“I WAS STARTING TO REALIZE
THAT OFTEN HELP COMES
NOT
FROM THE PEOPLE WHO ARE TO
YOU OR WHO ARE FAMILY, BUT
FROM THE COMPLETE
STRANGER…”
“I LEARNED TO COPE WITH COLD
OR WET NIGHTS ON THE STREET”
“PRIDE WAS A
NOT AFFORD”

LUXURY

I

COULD

“ALCOHOL MIGHT NUMB THE PAIN
OF POVERTY IN THE SHORT TERM,
BUT IN THE LONG TERM IT
MERELY INCREASES THE
www.oakmag.co.za
VACATION
PROBLEM”

Lifestyle
Taste Makers
BY WANDILE TEVIN ANDREWS
@THESTYLISHWORDSMITH_
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MEGAN
GALLIE
MEGAN GALLIE IS A NOT JUST YOUR REGULAR INFLUENCER. SHE IS A STYLE
TASTEMAKER THAT IS BLAZING A TRAIL THROUGH DIGITAL MEDIA. AN EVENTS
GRADUATE, HER CONTENT IS CONSIDERED YET RELATABLE. FROM MAURITIUS
TO THE MALDIVES, SHE SERVES LOOKS TO DIE FOR AND IDYLLIC LOCATIONS.
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A: As a creative, travel is important to me as it gives me
time to get away from the madness, regroup, relax the
mind and actually create content I thoroughly enjoy
without the pressure of following a brief. Just having that
freedom to dress up, do what I want and post what I want. I
also love how much my followers can enjoy my content
and visualize the experience through me. I also love
sharing my fashion looks during my travel because I
actually create mood boards for each travel destination
before I leave. Then I get them custom made to my taste
and style them accordingly.
Q: How has Covid-19 impacted the way that you navigate
your travels for the past two years?
A: It’s been difficult to get away when I feel the need to,
due to the various restrictions and lockdowns but I have
still been fortunate and blessed enough to travel
regardless, so I cannot really be upset or mad about that.
The travel experience I am hacked about though is my
Coachella 2020 plans I had for last year! 😭🤣 I was so amped
to see all my favorite artists and travel to the United
States for the first time but unfortunately, the pandemic
hit. Not really a train smash, there will be more in the
future and I’m still here and healthy.

@MEGANGALLIE

Q: As a creative entrepreneur, how important is travel to
you?

Q: What are some of your fondest childhood memories?
A: I grew up with a big family. My grandmother had fifteen
children, so you can imagine all the fun times I had when it
came to family gatherings and functions. Just being able to
see my cousins and relatives, have a good time in my
grandmother's house back in Graaff-Reinet, was my
favorite time of the year over holiday times. I also made a
lot of travel memories with my mother. She worked in the
hospitality industry so we reaped the benefits of that. She
took me on my first flight experience, my very first Blue
Train experience and lots of 5-star hotel holidays. To say
we were blessed, is an understatement. It taught me a lot
about being grateful for what we have and what we could
experience in those times. I guess that’s why the travel bug
still has me to this day.
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Q: Mention some of your favorite travel
destinations in the world and why?
A: My absolute favorite has to be the Maldives. What
a peaceful and romantic escape. Many people don’t
know this but I prefer island over city holidays
because I feel like you get much more out of the
experience. Relaxing on the beach, good food, no
pressure for make-up, drunk nights at the bars, so
much fun! But also, special mention to Milan and
Amsterdam. I had the best party times there and
unforgettable shopping experiences.
Q: If you had a sail boat or a yacht, what would you
name it?
A: Katarina: named after my mother, Catherine. We
have literally conquered many storms together.
Q: If you could live a life of leisure anywhere else
in South Africa, where would you choose to live?
A: *Chuckles*, I’d move back to Cape Town and buy
a mansion in Bishopscourt or Constantia. Live my
best luxurious housewife life!
Q: Which celebrities travel itinerary, do you look
up to?
A: Say what you want, but the Kardashians know
how to travel. Their family vacations are always lit.
Q: What kind of travel companion are you?
A: I am definitely the fun and adventurous one.
Always keen for a good time, I will look for the
closest bar and funny enough, I’m always on time on
holiday.
Q: What would your perfect vacation entail?
A: Rest, good food and DRINKS!
Q: If you could choose one celebrity to go on a trip
around the world with, whom would you choose?
A: Rihanna, without a doubt.
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VUSI NDZAKANA
A TASTEMAKER AND A CONNOISSEUR OF THE FINER THINGS IN
LIFE, VUSI WHO IS KNOWN ON HIS INSTAGRAM FOR CURATING
ASPIRATIONAL CONTENT THAT LEAVES HIS FOLLOWERS GUSHING
FOR MORE. IT’S HIS IMPECCABLE TASTE IN TAILORED CLOTHING,
HIS LOVE FOR THE FINEST OF WINES, SKINCARE AND BEAUTY
AND ALL OF THE SPOILS THAT LIFE HAS TO OFFER, WHICH
MAKES HIM UNFORGETTABLE.
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@VUSI_WHO
BY WANDILE TEVIN ANDREWS
@THESTYLISHWORDSMITH_
Q: As an influencer and a professional,

Q: What are some of your dream destinations

what does travel mean to you?

on the African continent?

A: Traveling to me means that I get to

A: Marrakesh in Morocco on any given day for

unwind and forget about the constant work

the opulence and culture. Nigeria for the

pressures and chasing deadlines.

vibrant party scene and street style. Praia do
Tofo in Mozambique for the white sandy

Q: Where in South Africa would you want

beaches.

to have a holiday home?
Q: What are you packing to your dream travel
A: I am currently obsessed with the West

destination?

Coast, especially the quaint fishing village
of Paternoster.

A: All my matching sets, sunscreen,
photographer and a power bank!
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XARA FOURIE
CREATIVE ENTREPRENEUR
BY WANDILE TEVIN ANDREWS
@THESTYLISHWORDSMITH_

Xara Callan Fourie is a video editor, photographer, and
digital producer with over 7 years’ experience in the
media, film, and television industry. She has worked most
notably as a video editor on “V-Entertainment” and digital
producer on “#WTFTumi” and “#TredningSA”. Currently at
the helm of her own media production company,
Wonderland Productions, Xara specializes in digital
content creation and production and endeavors to tell
vibrant stories through high quality visuals.
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@XARA_SHOOTS
WWW.XARASHOOTS.COM
Q: As a creative entrepreneur, how important is travel to you?
A: Travel is a big part of the human experience and seeing as I capture the human experience – or
parts of it, travel is a big part of what I do. Not always necessarily out of the province or country
for work purposes, but at the very least within Gauteng, and its surrounds. I am hoping to secure
more opportunities for inter-provincial and international travel, in the future however.
Q: Mention some of your favorite travel destinations in Southern Africa and why?
A: I’m a big proponent for travelling in one’s home country, as such all my favorites in Southern
Africa are actually in South Africa. I love being in Knysna for aesthetics, Durban for the vibe and
for a great bush experience, Madikwe Game Reserve is #1. Special mention to Bilene, Mozambique
and Swakopmund, Namibia, which are both equally awesome experiences.
Q: Are you a solo traveller or do you prefer companions?
A: I almost always travel with companions. Mainly with my partner, who’s an avid traveler like
myself, but also quite often with family and friends.
Q: If you could choose one celebrity to go on a trip around the world with, whom would you
choose?
A: Gabrielle Union, undoubtedly. She looks like a VIBE! Like, she looks like she’ll get me into all
the right places, she looks like the type of person who would have a great night out in a foreign
country, with strangers, and you’d both wake up the next day with a bunch of photos from the
night before that you don’t remember taking!
Q: What are some of your fondest travel memories?
A: I think my favorite travel memories are always from family holidays. We usually travel together
as a nuclear family once a year (naturally, Covid has curbed that) where we’d go away together,
just spend time doing things we all enjoy, lazing around, enjoying each other’s company. One of
my recent favorites would be our family holiday in 2019, where we took a road trip around the
country, starting from Joburg, driving to KZN, then through the Eastern Cape and then flying
back home.
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01 Fundudzi by Craig Jacobs
@fundudzi, www.fundudzi.com
02 House of Basil
@houseofbasil_rsa, Whatsapp 0784519402
03 K.Moraba&Collective
@k.moraba_collective
Keletso.moraba@gmail.com
04 Rubicon
@rubiconclothing, www.rubiconclothing.co.za
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05 Oak Ave
@officialoakave, info@oakave.co.za
06 Miz Pearlz
@mizpearlzstore, Whatsapp
0678207043
07 The Fix
@thefixza, www.thefix.co.za
08 Imprint ZA
@imprint_za, www.imprintza.com

09 Dickies Africa
@dickiesafrica, www.dickies.co.za
10 Converse South Africa
@converse.za, www.converse.co.za
11 Ellen Madie
@ellenmadie,
ellenmadie@gmail.com
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12 Franc Elis
@franc_elis, www.francelis.co.za
13 Ezoketho
@ezokhetho, info@ezokhetho.com
14 Lovisa
@lovisajewellery www.lovisa.com
15 Nike
@nike, www.nike.com

